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This year the committee decided to award a life membership to an absolute 
champion of the club and the sport whose dragon boat career began in 1990. 
 
Saturday 17 March 1990 Jill Harrison joined fellow work mates in the SCM 
Chemicals Dragon Busters team to compete at the inaugural Dragon Boat Festival of 
Bunbury. 
 
The Dragon Busters came second place to the Lord Forrest Hotel at that first regatta, 
but the experience of racing was enough to keep Jill paddling. 
 
She is one of three active members from 17th March 1990 still paddling (as at March 
2009). 
 
Jill’s husband Rod joined the Dragon Busters during the 1990-91 season, and their 
11 year old son Paul, joined the team as a drummer in early 1991. 
 
Jill was a member of the City of Bunbury crew for their tour of Macau and the 
international championships in Hong Kong in June 1993. 
 
1994-95 season SCM Dragon Busters folded, and the Harrison family joined Forza 
and Paul started to sweep. 
 
 
At the 1995 Aqua Spectacular 13 year old Mark Harrison paddled his first race as a 
member of the Dragon Boat Orphans crew made up of children of dragon boaters.  
They were awarded the Broken Paddle Award for the slowest time. 
 
May 1995 Jill and Rod paddled with the City of Bunbury crew in Penang. 
 
When the Forza men’s crew won the right on compete at the Singapore World 
Invitational Dragon Boat Races in June 1996, Rod and Paul were part of the crew, 17 
year old Paul was sweep. 
 
Mark joined the Forza crew in the 1997-98 season.  After years of watching dragon 
boating Mark quickly picked up the timing and technique, coached from behind by his 
mother and brother, has gone on to become one of Forza’s strokes. 
 
When Paul met his now wife, Jen, she joined the crew in the 1992-93 season and 
has become as passionate about the sport as anyone. 
 
Over the 20 years of their involvement in the sport, the Harrisons have experienced 
the highs and lows of the sport both on and off the water. – 

• Aqua Spectacular was a two day event attracting international teams 

• They have shared in Grand Prix successes, have won several State Titles, a 
National Title, and travelled to various state and international events 

• Seen the demise of one dragon boating association and the creation of 
another 



• and seen the sport evolve into its current format as a premier elite sport 
worldwide.   

 
They have active members of the Forza Dragon Boat Club holding a wide variety of 
committee positions – 

• Jill - Club Manager, Assistant Manager, Secretary, Promotions Officer, 
Website Officer and involved in formation of Crewsaders Dragons Abreast 
Bunbury and is one of their coaches. 

• Rod - Club Coach and Property Officer,  

• Paul has coached for a number of seasons, was the Dragon Boating WA 
Sweep Accreditor, and is now also Forza’s Assistant Manager.   

• Mark is Assistant Property Manager  

• Jen was club Secretary. 
 
They have been involved in the organisation and running of a number of Forza 
Dragon Boat Festivals, and State Titles, and have taken on many ad hoc roles within 
the Club as the need has arisen.  
 
Jill, Rod, and Paul have all been awarded Forza’s most prestigious Achievement 
Award in appreciation of outstanding service and contributions to the Club. 
 
The sport for Mark has been wonderful – his fitness has improved, the sport is not 
individual so he can compete as an equal member of the crew, and he is well 
accepted by the dragon boating community. 
 
Over the years the Harrisons have made many friends through the sport, and have 
enjoyed the social opportunities surrounding dragon boating 
 
Forza Dragon Boat Club’s new boat is named “The Harrisons” in honour of over 60 
years of their combined commitment to dragon boating.  
 
 
This is Jill’s story in her own words - 

 

When Jill Harrison slipped away from a weekend training course on Saturday 17 March 1990 

to join fellow work mates in the SCM Chemicals Dragon Busters team to compete at the 

inaugural Dragon Boat Festival of Bunbury, little did she realise that 20 years later she would 

be one of only three people in Bunbury from that inaugural regatta still dragon boating today, 

that dragon boating would become a huge part of the Harrison family’s life including 

participation at international events, and that the Forza Dragon Boat Club’s new boat would 

be named “The Harrison” in honour of over 60 years of their combined commitment to 

dragon boating in Bunbury.   

 

The Dragon Busters came second place to the Lord Forrest Hotel at that first regatta, but the 

experience of racing was enough to keep Jill paddling dragon boats.  Her interest was further 

boosted by reading an account in the South Western Times newspaper a few months later 

about SWTimes reporter, Craig Jenning’s international paddling experience in Taiwan and 

Hong Kong.  

 

Jill’s husband Rod realising Jill wasn’t going to give up the sport, joined the Dragon Busters 

during the 1990-91 season, and their 11 year old son Paul, joined the team as a drummer in 

early 1991.  

 



Jill was a member of the City of Bunbury crew for their tour of Macau and the international 

championships in Hong Kong in June 1993.   

 

At the beginning of the 1994-95 season SCM Dragon Busters folded, and the Harrison family 

joined Premier club, Forza Italia and Paul started to sweep (steer the boat).  At the 1995 Aqua 

Spectacular 13 year old Mark Harrison (who has Down Syndrome) paddled his first race as a 

member of the Dragon Boat Orphans crew made up of children of dragon boaters (They were 

awarded the Broken Paddle Award for the slowest time).     

 

In May 1995 Jill and Rod paddled with the City of Bunbury crew in Penang, and when the 

Forza men’s crew won the right on compete at the Singapore World Invitational Dragon Boat 

Races in June 1996, Rod and Paul were part of the crew, 17 year old Paul was sweep.  

 

Mark joined the Forza crew in the 1997-98 season. After years of watching dragon boating 

Mark quickly picked up the timing and technique, coached from behind by his mother Jill, 

and his brother Paul, and has gone on to become one of Forza’s strokes (first seat paddler).   

 

When Paul met his now wife, Jen, she joined the crew in the 1992-93 season. Jill jokes that 

Jen didn’t have a choice really. But Jen proved she had the Harrison’s dragon boating bug and 

has become as passionate about the sport as them. 

 

Over the 20 years of their involvement in the sport, the Harrisons have experienced the highs 

and lows of the sport both on and off the water. Following on from the inaugural Bunbury 

event, they saw the sport in Bunbury evolve till the Aqua Spectacular was a two day event 

attracting international teams, and have also seen it loose popularity.  They have shared in 

Grand Prix successes, have won several State Titles, a National Title, and travelled to various 

state and international events. They have seen the destruction of one dragon boating 

association, the creation of another, and the sport evolve into its current format.   

 

They have not only been paddlers but active members of the Forza Dragon Boat Club holding 

a wide variety of committee positions over the years. Jill has been Club Manager, Assistant 

Manager, Secretary, Promotions Officer and Website Officer and was instrumental in the 

formation of Crewsaders Dragons Abreast Bunbury and is one of their coaches. Rod has been 

Club Coach and Property Officer, Paul has coached for a number of seasons, was the Dragon 

Boating WA Sweep Accreditor, and is now also Forza’s Assistant Manager.  Mark is 

Assistant Property Manager and Jen was club Secretary. In additional they have been 

involved in the organisation and running of a number of Forza Dragon Boat Festivals, and 

State Titles, and have taken on many ad hoc roles within the Club as the need has arisen.  Jill, 

Rod, and Paul have all been awarded Forza’s most prestigious Achievement Award in 

appreciation of outstanding service and contributions to the Club. 

 

In 1999 Jill began writing dragon boat reports for the South Western Times. A role which she 

still continues, and has had dragon boating articles published in Western Australian 

magazines, most recently in Perth Vita.   

 

At the Forza Dragon Boat Challenge Festival on Sunday 1 March 2009, 20 years after the 

inaugural regatta, the Harrison family have been bestowed their club’s greatest honour, to 

have Forza’s new boat named after them in recognition of their commitment and involvement 

in the sport and the Forza club.  

 

Over the years the Harrisons have made many friends through the sport, and have enjoyed the 

social opportunities surrounding dragon boating. Jill says she was never a “sporty” person 

because all the sports she had involved in prior to dragon boating had involved running and 

balls.  Dragon boating was different and was definitely the sport she had been looking for. It 

is explosive and high energy and Jill enjoys the fact that it is a true team sport, where 



everyone must work in time together, and it can be enjoyed by families and men and women 

of any age.  

 

Jill says dragon boating has been a fantastic sport for their family as a whole – as well as 

keeping them fit, dragon boating is a sport that they could all enjoy and take part in together. 

However it can often become a huge focus for them pre and post regattas, with heated 

discussions around the dinner table.  The sport for Mark has been wonderful – his fitness has 

improved, the sport is not individual so he can compete as an equal member of the crew, and 

he is well accepted by the dragon boating community.  Paul once joked, it is sometimes hard 

as a coach or sweep when your mum is talking in the boat when she shouldn’t be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


