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This year the committee decided to award a life membership to a gentleman whose 
dragon boat career began in 1992. 
 
Mark has had a long, distinguished and decorated career with the club, first joining 
the Forza Italia DBC in 1992, one of the few non-Italian paddlers of the club, forging 
the way for the multicultural club Forza is today! In those days he sported a flattering 
moustache, something we all relived a few years ago when he participated in 
Movember. 
 
In 1995 he was a member of Forza’s Mixed Masters crew who won a WA and 
Australian Dragon Boat title at the Australian Titles held in Fremantle. 
 
In 1996 Mark competed with the Forza Men’s Crew at the Singapore World 
Invitational, where they placed 6th against other world class crews from around the 
world.  The Forza crew was the only club crew in the men’s category; all the others 
were either State or National crews. 
 
Over the years there have been many races where Mark has been a member of the 
winning crew and on many occasions he has travelled to be part of the WA State 
Team.  
 
In the 1999/2000 season, Mark received Forza’s Club Person Award.  
 
In the early 2000’s Forza was struggling as a club, in 2001 with a lack of members 
but still wanting to remain a viable club, two ‘Club Administrators’ were elected, Mark 
was one of those entrusted with that task. 
 
In 2002 Mark took the more permanent position of Club Manager, a position which he 
justifiably held until July 2014. Over those past 13 years Mark has brought in tens of 
thousands of dollars of sponsorship, including Major Sponsors like Sunsmart, 
Western QBE and Worsley, to name a few. 
 
In 2004 Mark suffered a serious injury – Mark has the distinction of being the only 
person of our crew to have ever dislocated his shoulder in a race. Something which 
to this day still astounds former Coach and Sweep, Paul Harrison, as Mark continued 
to paddle and didn’t inform Paul until later.  
 
Two months later Mark competed as part of the both Forza and the WA State Crews 
at the National Championships in Perth. A testament to the work ethic Mark puts into 
not only managing the club but also into his fitness and paddling! 
 
Mark was an Executive member of Management Committees for both the Western 
Australian Dragon Boat Federation and Dragon Boating WA (DBWA) from 2001 until 
2005.  He worked tirelessly to reunite the sports bodies in WA which was achieved in 
2006.  Mark continued to be a member of the DBWA Management Committee until 



2012 when he also received DBWA Life Membership for his work for Dragon Boating 
in WA. 
  
In 2005 & 2006 respectively Mark’s work ethic as Club Manager was proven and 
reinforced when he received the Forza Achievement Award and a nomination for the 
David Blackley Award. 
 
Not only does Mark work for our club, but for Dragon Boating as a whole! He is 
extremely proud of and dedicated to his chosen sport and will travel to regional WA 
to promote the sport regardless of the distance. Including ‘ 

Mukinbuddin 1999  
Carnarvon 2003 & 2004  
Geraldton 2004  
Dampier 2003 & 2004  
Denmark 2008.   

 
Mark has also competed at the following National Championships; 

1995 Fremantle  
2004 Perth 
2008 Perth 
2009 Queensland 
2011 Canberra 
2012 Melbourne 
2013 Sydney 

   
He has also spent a lot of time implementing programs to help promote the sport 
including; The School Dragon Boat Program, Schools Leadership Programme and 
Team Building Days with organisations like Worsley. 
 
Along with all the serious stuff Mark has had a number of comical moments as well. 
A couple that spring to mind would be receiving novice awards for being the most 
experienced paddler to drop his paddle during training, not once but twice, and last 
year for making the local paper as being 1 of 2 kayakers (the other person being 
Nev) who needed to be rescued from the inlet after going out in rather rough 
weather! 
 
Mark your dedication is an inspiration to all who know you. 
The support and encouragement you give to each and every crew member is an 
example of how a leader and life member should conduct themselves. 


